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Trustees acted w0 impiemént an émpor~

: :.heaswe_ Plan adoprad in 24;’1{33 ¥

“maintain the scale and character of Vil-
lage neighbdrhoads.”™

The Comprehensive Plan Commitiee,
with the advice of the Backhursy, Fish &
-_}acqz,zemam Consulting firm - {BF)), std-
ied ways In which this goal could be
achicved and then examined Croton's
existing zoning code to determine
where appropriate revisions were calied
for to implement this goal. Over 2 pe-
riod of 18 months, the committee and
BF} examined wvarious imiplementation
technigues used ki other municipalities
to-athigve the saitie goall Revisions o
Croton's zoning reguladons as it par-
wming to résidendal consgrucdon, (were
drafted for consideration. by the Board

public. After multiple drafts, public pres-
entations in june and October 2004, 2

completion of the SEQRA
environmental review) process, new

regulations regarding residental. con-
gtrtiction werg adopted in lanuary.

*Chief areng the changes to the residen-
tal code, was the addition of a Floor
Aréa Ratio (FAR) for each resideritial

district. The FAR determines the mad-
raum amount of habitable floor area that,
any residence: my tave—both new and
for additions.

The follow-
ing FaRs
W e .r. B
adopted for
Croton’s:
residential
Aistrices:

In fite January, the Vilage Board of

- backs,

of Trustees, the Planning Board, and the chelght  restictions, maxbmum  bullding

public hearing, several work sessionsand

- Residential Zoning Amendments Approved

Number 70
—%
District  Minimum: Floor Area
Lot Area Ratio
(. f£.)
RA-40 40,000 0.15
RA-25 25,000 020
RA-9 9,375 040
RALS 5,000 0.55
©Re 2,560 unit 0.60

Maximurm Floor Area = Lot area x FAR,
As an example, in a RA2S district, the
FAR is .20, On 4 25000 square foot lot,
the madmum habitable floor space would
be 5000 sq. feer. However, other con-
straints on residential construction are
also imposed I the Zoning code and
serve to further limit the actual size of a
house. The front, side and rear-yard set-
fot depth and width minimums,

toverage and parking requirements all
affect the actual size of 4 house.

The FARs were established for Croton'y
residential zongs after extengive exami
pation of all the districes to determine the
axisting -range of house sizes in sach.

tWo addmws to the dmes of the Plan-
ning Board. One is 1o perform an archi-
tectural review function for &l applica-
tions it processes. The second is a re-
quirement for the Planning Board to ex-

- ercise a new category of review for all

new residential construction ' as well as

for add a&nsireaovai ons' whez‘e the re-
iicwahie FAR,. This. new ;)t‘s:_)r:ess is
termed ‘Minor- Sice-plan Review', Minor

-site-plan review requires submission of

materials that are much the same as

“would be submitted for a building permit

It does not require 2 public hearing,
Cont'd. wp Page 2




Village Elections
March 15

determine three seats on the

m'o Tmsteas AEE vatmg will

mt}f ﬁwm in t%"ze basemem of z%&e Mnmm;mi Build-
ing. The poifs will be open from6am to ¥ pm. The -

restilts will _
they are ﬁnaﬁzezdmappmximatéiy 9:45 pm.

Croton's current Mayar, Rabert Eiliott, is not seek-
ing reslection.

Comprehensive Plan Committee Chair Ann Gallelli
and Incumbent Trustees Georgianna Grant and Lee
:Wzagman, running on the Democratic.and Croton
Taxpayers lines, are being challenged by Trustee
 Gregory Schmidt for Mayor and james Steinberg
and Tom Brennan for Trustee on the Repubfi fcan
and Open Government lings,
&

— ®
Trips by the Croton Seniors

- Club usually book up early so

o wafe is advamad ﬂaﬁc& abcm:

-;its & tr:p to Aqua Turf in
Phntsville, Connecticut where
the feature show will be “A
Tribute to the Rat Pack™
The trip includes round trip
transportation, luncheon and the entertainment.
The price is $27/resident and $32/non-resident.
Reservations and ;mymen: must be made be re-
ceived bﬁy Aprit | .

'.the Mumc:pai _.Swidmg_ ﬁm annual fee of $10
‘must be paid along with a completed registration
and waiver form. Contact Yvonne Beldotti at
© 271-5804 for information.on Senior pragrams.
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I This year's Village election will

Board of Trustees-—Mayor and |

be televised live on Chamnnel 78 when

@& The Croton Recreation Department invites all
Village and School District children to have
lunch with the spring bunny. This annual event
is greatly enjoyed by
many children year after

year. This year's lunch
will be - on Saturday,
March 192t 1130 AM in

the C.ET. multi-purpose
room, There is a $5.00
fee per family: and pre-
Jregistration I required.

it's not too seon to start tﬁmkmg about your
summer job plans. The Recreation Dept. has a
vatiety osf fobs including Day Camp and Tiny
Tots camp, [feguarding, gare and skatepark at-
tendants and maintenance. Contact the Rec.
Dept. ar 271-3006 for and application. Apply
early as. positions fill quickly.

- » &
Residential Zoning Cont'd,
As part of this process the Planning Board will ex-
arcise architécrural review oversight. according o
12 designated criteria.  These criteria seek to en-
sure that new construction will be in keeping with
the scale and character of the neighborhood. Fea-
tures that will be considered will' include scale and
proportion, sethack and orientation, diversity of
design, wall materials, and historic quality among
others,

Other changes were adopted to make Croton's
Zoning Code more userdriendly. Tables surmmariz-
. ing the permi jreed uses for each zoning districy, their
_ respective bulk requirements and a table showing
uses requiring Special Permits and ‘which Board
grants them arealso included in the code.

Croron’s Zoning Code is avallable onthe Village
website for review. Copies may also be purchased
in the Village Engineer’s office in the Municipal
Bailding.
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Conmie. Cswald has been
Lroton’s - Court Clerk
smce s;:srmg 2{}{}4 Remm‘
Cmmns ﬁsst Court
Clerk from 1992-99 aad a
four year hiatuy  during

which Connie-moved away, |

sh»s came back just when
® Croton needed the Court

Clerk posicion to be filled.
Her prior experience in
Cmmns C‘.wm‘ aﬁice as:

Cie_ri( in the Towa of Cort:
fanidt has given her over 20
years experience
fiald.

As Coure Clerk, Connig is

riasponsible for the overall
operation of the court
Along with: 3 full-time assis-
ant and two parttime
seaff, she supervises the
worklvad.  In addition to

-the Croton Police, the

in fthe
© mglude  fines,  commitment

Spotlight on Connie Oswald

Court Clark’s office abo
deals with the State, County
and MTA police. A major
part of the work invobes
pieparation for court days,
where every case has to
have 2 file prepared. These
files muy be for criming, civil
or traffic and parking. Most
zases require numerous. dif-

Hderent forms and’ legal docu-

ments, Each case is placed
on the cdurt calendar by the
clerk and during the court
day, the das;;osmoa of eaz:h

of failowwp work. _3'%: H ma}f

forrns, bail, and the appoint-
maent of an sttorney. There

is considerable correspon-

dence and phone work as
well. Court is held weeldy
on Wednesday moraings by
Village Justice Guy Adami
and Ass't Village justice Paul

Hoffrman,  abou
both of whom sh
says “It is an hotio
to be their Cou
Cleri ™ o
An average court
‘day may volve 2
40 criminal case
4.3 civil cabes and
30 waffic and g}ar‘kiﬁg._
cases,

Connie is also responsi-
ple for the fnancial as-
includes keeping and res
porting monthly 1 the
' State on bail, fines and
[the judge’s actounts.
Conrde lives in the Town
of Cortlandr and likes 1o
spend her free time with
her two children and
three grandchildren. She
also  enjoys boating on
the. Mudson,

Every year residents hear that Croton's equalization

" rate has gone up or down and that this will affect

our property taxes, YWhat Is this rate, why does it
exist and who establishes it?

raspecﬁva services. To assure eqwca%;ie gmmﬁ‘y
tax. alivcadon among nearly 4,000 xing districes,

- the NYS Office of Real Property Services {ORPS)
. administers an ‘erualization - ‘program. - Equalization

seels 1o measure the refationship of locally assessed
values; 1o an gver-changing real estate market. Each
year ORPS calculates equalization rates for each of
the state’s assessing units.

Equalization is ‘necessary because {i} them is -_m;
fixed percentage at which property must be assessed
across the state; (2) not all municipafities assess
property at the same pememmge of markat va%m,- =
do r not shar& tm same taxi ng ba:u_nd;arzgs as the M
picipalivies that.do the assessing. ;

R s ] mﬂ

e Web, Visitus ats
hwﬁw&mmmw
il ;

®

on Rate?

- Atlts simpie#n- the squalization rate is the ratic of towl

assessed value (AY) to the total market value (MV).
The municipality determines the AV and OPRS esti-
mates the MY. The formula is &Mw Equai;zawn rate

My
An equalization rate of 100 means that property isias-
sepsed at 100% of marker value. A rate of less than
100% reans that the municipalities total market value is
greater than its assessed value.

‘Each muricipality is. auﬁmm&é to seta level of assess-

ment: (LOA]} to be applied to all properties in its juris-
diction, A falling equalization rate means that murket

- vatugs are rising fascer than assessed values. In Croton,

the equalizitioti rate has fallen from 493 in 2003 to
421 in 2004, This transties. mm rising property taxes:

Equalization rates are also used 1o determine the distri-
bution: of State Ald for Education, -establishing rax and

- debt limics, the level of STAR exempiions and appor-»
_ t;omng sales tax revenue.
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i:hae: Vltiage of Cmtan«mnw
- Hudson
amm W, Bltiotr, Mayor
Georgianna K. Grant, Trustes
Charles Kane, Trustee

faragory } Echmiém Tﬂmae

Richard F. Hez“bak;, VE fage Manager
Seanley M. Kef m‘%wum Mmacxpa% Bufiding
Oing Van Wk Street
(i4) 27147812

i want to put up a fence on my pmgmrty
Are there regulations about fences and
where they can be placed? Do i nmzﬁ a
building permﬁ:i‘ :

R{:bert Frcm wmm t%mf, “ferz::es make gcmd

rules 1o be faiiawad Under Crowr;s zcmmg '

Code, ferices that are over & feet in height and
greater than 25% solid are considerad ‘buildings’
and require a Building Permit to erect. i yowr
fence does not mest
those criteria, then, ac-
cording to Chapter 230-
40 EA{1), the fence may

your lot except if your
lot is a corner lot bor:
dering on two streets.

| ei a uest an?

be erected anywhere ‘on
e parkx and schca prop-

Bulk Rave
Permic No. Fi
Carvier Route
Pre-Sorc
Yoritown Heights
Pow Yook 10598

sreceed w'ifz:hin the triangle formed by the inter-
secting street lines of the lot and a connecting
fine drawn between tha two polnts 30 feet dis-
tant from their intersection.
Js also an additional
triction that no barbed
wire fences may be erected
on any property that sbuts a
: dwire.. . public street or grounds.
& ¢
Dog Walking Reminder!

The regulations governing dogs, whether leashed
or unleashed, were amended in December, 2004
to prohibit dogs from being on playgrounds and
ball fields in addition to pub-: .

jon the. pm;mr%y of awmer:_i'. )

i you have a corner lot then your fe:me cariniot | Person without the consent

of such other person,
whether  leashed or




Hudson

The oviginal Reguess for Proposal by the Village
of Craton-on-Hudson thar was disivitused and
madde available to designers in November of
2003 stated as it goad the veplucement of an
assorement of fmages and iypagriphioal yreat-
smenis that had acelpmutaied ever the yeqns, some
Loss appropriate than others, with u single image
@nd a consistent design approach that swould be
applicable w4 1wide wsige of village materisls
and wses, from stationery ard business cards o
gareiway and directional signs, village vehivles,
pattches, bags, teshirts, and bunners, The request
referved repoitedly o the desired end product as
a “logo”and inchided severad specific suggestions
10 be considered in appioaching the project.
Moyt proveinent amiong them were the setting
{ar she confluence of the Crovon and Hudson
rivess), vhe natural envivenment, and a sense of
history and “place.”

Newsletter

A new visual identity program for the Village of Croton-on-Hudson

Discussions of the unigue gualities of Croroli-
on-Hiidson often bring up such words as
sclectic, divesse, inclosive, and informal,
Accessibility to nature, the watertronts, and
such picraresque recreational sicdsas the
Croton River Gorge, Sibver Take, and
Senasqua are uranimously valued assers. The
dess and complex social and culnird history
of rhe area colors any serious conversazion
abour-the character of the village. '

A rich and ofren divergent complexiey is,
tself, the very essence of the village.

The task, vhen, was to find 2 way w© sug-
gest this essential characredstic ina single
image as unigue 25 2 Bngerpiintand as identi-
fiable 25 a-cartle brand.

T collaboration with the Visual Environ-
ment Board (VER), several approaches were
explored. More than  haltdozen concepts
were discussed, vach with a number of varia-
Hons,

A “logoeype” is the name of 4 company or
enzity written out in & manner so distinceive
that the mame irself functionis as a rademark
or identifier {Caca-Coky, FedEx, Peoplel.

The “logo” diat is presenced ar left—ihe
produce of the VEB, the designer, and the
cormunity iwselfe—is not stiedy speaking, a
logo ot logorype at all, bur un “icon” (CBS's
gye, Chase’s ecragon, and Xeroxs digital *X7
are examples) designed ro be used in conjuric-
tion with a preseribed system of tvpography
and c6lor to establish a fexible bur unified:
visual identity _

Chur-iven uses the precisely rendered inwe-
tios of 2 sanseseril letrer “C7 as Inv center, and
surrounds it with an frregular ourer circum-
ference of sithouettes represenring the com-
slex, eccentric nature of the culrure of which
the village Is the heart; Buld Eagle (nature,
wildiife), Narive American (ooking back/his.
rory}, oak Jeaf {surronnding woodlands,
aadfor the “Merwin” oak at the center of the
upper village}, celle {culeure, the ars),
Hudson River sloop (Hudson River com-
sierce, recrearion), fish (werlands, wildlife},
Twentieth Cenrury Limited locomenve

{comtinned overleaf)




Village of

(eontinped |
{railroad, modern commerce/leading forward
ineo the tweney-fizse century).

The style of rendering as well as the rela-
tive complexity of the ourer ¢ontour is con-
sclously wr-corporate, un-stick, and
unot-themoment. There ls no requirsment
here for instant identification and separation
20 isolate a product on the supermarket shelf,
ne desire to imply up-to-date technological
prowess, no point in being the néwest thing,
On.the contrary, we have chosen o identify
pur village with an image that may encourage
and reward a longer look, thar has overtones
of the past, and that will look no older or
newer ten or pwenty years from-now thanic
does today. The spiritis light and energetic,
more playful than businesslike, and more
casual chan Formal. _

“We will, however, thike it thoroughly
miodern by the way we apply it, within a thor
oughly contemporary system of graphic and
typographical siandards.

The Board of Trustees, the Visual
Environment Board, and Tall share in the
expectation that this prograny will serve o

Heve are sum varumar (365 10 demonstral enhance our residents’ sense of place, slf, and
thi effactiveness of an feont under extreme community pride in thie years ro come.
condiions. The paage whave bas boew s — Elton Robinson

drisstivully blurved thar inidividuad brage:
become wrimellipgible. The bnerior form,
Hipwoeser mabitains & shape still clearly thar
of i “C™ whvile the irreguinr autside contenr
created by the ving of sl images muintains
it5 distintively ragged charcier éven dioagh
the inpages themselves have beoeme unriog
nigible. The example at vight bas feen
vedueed 1o & sive smaller than would be
requinad by ey antizipated tise, yeo the ouier
siny of smadl images semaing logible, and the
purgral] shape again vetaing it dishintive
ehutraciey.

The examples ahove and tn the right are
sepresentutive of the typographical velation-
shrips that will be prescvibed for the great
warsety of ses so which the new program 15
to e applivd. Vipiations such as the one &
she forr vight are being crouted 1y make the
ioom adupiabile to the largest possible variesy
of wses and miateriak

¢ Parks and Recreation




