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Enclosure 1: Aerial View of the Croton River and Bay Watershed
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At high tide the lower Croton River is 
navigable by motorized craft from the train 
trestle bridge at the Echo Canoe Launch up 
to Firemen’s Island. At low tide, navigation 
on this lower portion of the river is usually 
limited to shallow draft craft, such as kayaks 
and canoes. Water level in the lower Croton 
River varies by as much as 3 to 4 feet in 
concert with daily Hudson River tides. 

This tidal portion of the Croton River is 
just under half the length of the river within 
the Croton Bay watershed. The watershed 
itself encompasses some 3,000 acres and 
provides drinking water to circa over 10,000 
local residents. 

Visitors will notice turbidity in the water in 
this tidal section of the river. The broth-like 
turbidity is proof of a healthy river, rich in 
nutrients that are suspended in the lightly 
saline water. This nutrient loading feeds the 
plants, insects and small crustaceans that 
feed small fish that feed blue crabs, heron 
and eagles.  Ocean run fish that enter on the 
tide, especially in spawning season, may travel 
further upriver beyond the tidal section—up 
to the insurmountable Croton Dam. Hence, 
handsome trout are quite common, as are 
many other species.

Water level in the Croton River is also 
influenced by surface runoff in the watershed 
and the amount of tailwater that spills from 
the Dam that supplies drinking water to New 
York City and many Westchester County 
communities. 

For tide and current data, look up the 
Haverstraw Bay or Ossining  at one of these 
reliable sites:  Hudson River Tourism www.
hudsonriver.com/tides.htm  or Lamont 
Doherty Earth Observatory  http://
xtide.ldeo.columbia.edu/hudson/tides/
predictions.html  

Enclosure 2: Tides and River Water Level
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Photos:  (top) Croton 
Bay ‘broth’ at high 
tide in midsummer; 
(middle} a mature 
male blue crab; 
(bottom) mature 
females have red-
tipped claws (photos: 
A. Wiegman)
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No Wake Zone 
The Village of Croton on Hudson has marked “SLOW—NO WAKE ZONE” for the portion of 

the Croton River that is navigable by motorized craft and influenced by Hudson River tides. 
This section of the river is indicated on the attached map. 

Four new “no wake zone” floats have been installed by  the Croton Police Department’s 
dive team at four locations in the Croton River in response to resident complaints of 
speeding jet skis and motor boats on the river. 

The benefits of a speed restriction include protection of the shoreline from wake erosion, 
safety of kayakers, canoeists and swimmers, reducing disturbance to neighbors and wild-
life, and limiting damage to submerged underwater vegetation.

For ease of installation and removal, Village Police Department members mixed concrete 
at home in five gallon containers instead of using the usual 125 pound mushroom anchors. 
The floats will be removed after boating and swimming season ends.

The locations are (l to r);
1. Just north of the Rt.9 “Crossining” bridge.
2. Across from the Van Cortlandt Manor dock.
3. The south end of Paradise Island.
4. The north end of Paradise Island (not depicted).
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Unified protection for the entire Croton River and Bay Watershed

(Photos: A. Gallelli, C. Kane, L. Wiegman, www.crotononhudson-ny.gov August 28, 2006)

Enclosure 3: No Wake Zone for the Croton River
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CROTON BAY WATERSHED COMPACT 
Croton River’s No Wake Zone Map

Village Trail map (2004): www.crotononhudson-ny.gov
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Deer Island: private
Mayo’s Landing: Croton

Paradise Island: County

Enclosure 4: Jurisdiction Junction Jumble: Example and Map
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One example of the 
crazy quilt of varying 
rules and land use 
policies lies within 
a circle of 200 feet 
surrounding Para-
dise Island, a  popu-
lar destination on 
the river. Paradise 
Island is Westches-
ter County prop-
erty. Mayo’s Landing, 
which provides the 
closest public ac-
ces to the Island is 
owned by Croton. 
Deer Island is pri-
vately owned as are 

the steep slopes on 
the eastern shore. 
Erosion due to over-
use is most apparent 
on eastern shore 
which is governed 
by 3 different towns: 
Cortlandt, New 
Castle, and Ossining.
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 Enclosure 5: Recent News Coverage
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 Enclosure 5: Recent News Coverage



CROTON BAY WATERSHED COMPACT 

The Croton River & Watershed Compact: Background Enclosures  page 8

 Enclosure 5: Recent News Coverage
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 Enclosure 5: Recent News Coverage
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IImage Source: Google Earth (earth.google.com) 

 Enclosure 6: The Croton River as vital Hudson-to-Highlands Connection 

The big idea is to connect work on the Croton Bay watershed (in the red oval below) to the management 
plans for upland biodiversity  to the east and the Hudson estuary work to the west.  Umbrella protections 
for both Croton Bay watershed and the Croton Reservoir watershed will help keep the Croton River and 
Indian Brook as healthy as possible—as a drinking water supply for nearly 20,000 residents and as a vital 
wildlife corridor and habitat connecting the Hudson to the Highlands. 

To read the Croton-to-Highlands Biodiversity Plan, visit the Wildlife Conservation Society’s website (www.
wcs.org/media/file/CHBP_lo-res.pdf). This report is a blueprint for the biotic corridor studies under-
way upstream in Pound Ridge, Lewsiboro and North Salem available at the WCS website (www.wcs.
org/media/file/MCA-WCS-EWBC-Report.pdf). New York State Biodiversity Project has a brand new 
clearinghouse for flora and fauna of the Highland corridors (www.nybiodiversity.org).
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