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November 20, 2009

The Honorable Charles E. Schumer The Honorable Kirsten Gillibrand
313 Hart Senate Office Building 478 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-3203 Washington, DC 20510-3204

The Honorable Nita Lowey
 The Honorable John J. Hall
2329 Rayburn House Office Building 1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington,DC 20515-3218 Washington, DC 20515-3219

The Honorable David A. Paterson
Executive Chamber
State of New York
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Leaders, 

I am following up my letter of November 13, 2009 that I sent you on behalf of the fourteen towns and villages that 
are members of the Northern Westchester Energy Action Consortium in Westchester County. I urge you to contact 
Secretary Chu, Vice-President Biden, and President Obama to call attention to our region’s ground-breaking and 
extraordinarily valuable submission for federal funding from the Department of Energy’s Smart Grid 
Demonstration Grant (“SGDG”) program, specifically, our Power by the People application for DOE Smart 
Grid Demonstation Grant DE-FOA-0000036

We believe such support from you in the next week will help. The decisions are immanent.

I received two additional support letters from Supervisor Catherine Borgia, Town of Ossining, and Supervisor 
Reese Berman, Town of North Castle, which you will find enclosed here and which reached me after we had sent 
our initial letter. 

The initial letter included support statements from ConEd Vice President John Nucci, NYSEG Regional 
Operations Director William Sears, Town of Bedford Supervisor Lee Roberts, RiverBay at Coop City Manager 
Herbert Freedman, Town of Cortlandt Supervisor Linda Puglisi, Town of Lewisboro Councilman Dan Welsh, 
Town of New Castle Supervisor Barbara Gerrard, Town of North Salem Supervisor Warren Lucas, Village of 
Ossining Mayor William Hanauer.  

Thank you in advance for your active support of this important initiative.

 Sincerely, 

 Leo A. W. Wiegman

 lwiegman@crotononhudson-ny.gov

enclosures: new Power by the People support letters and our letter to you dated November 13, 2009. 

http://www.crotononhudson-ny.gov
http://www.crotononhudson-ny.gov
mailto:lwiegman@crotononhudson-ny.gov
mailto:lwiegman@crotononhudson-ny.gov
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       November 9, 2009 

 
 
The Honorable Charles E. Schumer The Honorable Kirsten Gillibrand 
313 Hart Senate Office Building 478 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510-3203 Washington, DC 20510-3204 
 
The Honorable Nita Lowey The Honorable John J. Hall 
2329 Rayburn House Office Building 1217 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington,DC 20515-3218 Washington, DC 20515-3219 
 
The Honorable David A. Paterson 
Executive Chamber 
State of New York 
Albany, NY 12224 

Dear Leaders,  

Our community is one of the charter members of the new Northern Westchester Energy Action 
Consortium in Westchester County. We are writing to affirm the urgency of the help we seek 
from you as described in Croton-on-Hudson’s accompanying letter.  

We ask for your help in supporting our Consortium’s inter-municipal submission for federal 
funding from the Department of Energy’s Smart Grid Demonstration Grant (“SGDG”) program, 
specifically, our Power by the People application for DOE Smart Grid Demonstation Grant 
DE-FOA-0000036.  

We believe this help will be critical in the next two weeks as the applications are under review.  
Thank you.  

 Sincerely,           
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November 13, 2009

The Honorable Charles E. Schumer The Honorable Kirsten Gillibrand
313 Hart Senate Office Building 478 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-3203 Washington, DC 20510-3204

The Honorable Nita Lowey
 The Honorable John J. Hall
2329 Rayburn House Office Building 1217 Longworth House Office Building
Washington,DC 20515-3218 Washington, DC 20515-3219

The Honorable David A. Paterson
Executive Chamber
State of New York
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Leaders, 

The fourteen towns and villages who are members of the Northern Westchester Energy Action Consortium in 
Westchester County need your help. Our Consortium is a new inter-municipal organization of fourteen 
municipalities in the northern Westchester County that have come together this year to collaborate on energy 
programs and sustainability issues. Our goal is to share services and expertise in innovative new programs to save 
taxpayers money. 

I implore you to contact Secretary Chu, Vice-President Biden, President Obama, and anyone else you believe 
would be beneficial to call attention to our region’s ground-breaking and extraordinarily valuable submission for 
federal funding from the Department of Energy’s Smart Grid Demonstration Grant (“SGDG”) program, 
specifically, our Power by the People application for DOE Smart Grid Demonstation Grant DE-
FOA-0000036. 

Funding decisions will made over the next two weeks at the US Department of Energy. The DOE has clearly 
communicated that subjective factors and geographic equity will be considered. We believe such support from you 
in the next two weeks will help.

Our submission, Power by the People, sets new national precedent to empower consumers in electricity markets by 
using muncipalities as the instrument of outreach. Our proposed intermunicipal structure will yield energy usage 
reductions substantially faster than the existing utility-based smart grid programs. It will deliver this accelerated 
energy savings at a substantially lower cost than present programs. It will give the 70,000 households, and 
thousands of local businesses and institutions within our suburban region access to direct financial remuneration 
for complying with demand-response directions to reduce their home and business energy usage.  It can be 
replicated wherever like-minded neighboring towns, cities and villages want to collaborate wtih their regions’s 
electricity suppliers. It will generate similar financial and greenhouse gas savings for consumers and municipalities 
across the country.

http://www.crotononhudson-ny.gov
http://www.crotononhudson-ny.gov
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Power by the People is a true consumer advocacy movement. We think the fact that our proposal comes from a 
intermunicipal consortium devoted to energy action makes it is unique among the applications.  

Power by the People achieves a critical transformation in the energy marketplace. Our proposal ensures that the 
end-user who creates the asset owns 100%  of that asset. In short, the saver owns the savings.  In electric markets 
access to real-time consumption data, with four-second granularity in a format that is acceptable as “settlement 
quality” to regional transmission operators, is central to community ownership of the benefits of energy reduction 
and demand response actions.  Simply owning this data opens up the entire suite of opportunities to earn dollars in 
energy markets from three key revenue streams: demand response, energy storage, and energy efficiency. 

Our Consortium has already achieved something remarkable: industry support (See attached letters). The utility 
providers for our towns and villages, Con Edison and New York State Electric & Gas, have already committed to 
offer access to transmission and distribution lines to allow us to install real-time meters on these lines. 

If fully funded, Power by the People will pay for these meters, provide seed capital for energy efficiency and 
energy management property upgrades, provide seed capital for renewable generation installations, and support 
community outreach to create unparalleled levels of demand response and energy efficiency in our region, and a 
replicable empowerment process for communities throughout the United States.

Our Power by the People proposal will also address some imbalances in federal funding by boosting New York’s 
funding share and spreading the grants to consumer organization.

New York State is 23rd on the list of states in per capita Smart Grid funding announced under the Smart Grid 
Investment Grant opportunity (“SGIG”) with New York companies awarded roughly 75% of the mean per capita 
grant funding distributed nationally.  An award to the Power by the People proposal would help to address this 
imbalance by ensuring that an additional $25 million–the amount of our request–will be dedicated to economic 
development in New York State. 

The Smart Grid Coalition of New York State identified one clear deficiency: the lack of consumer representative or 
a consumer organization. The Power by the People project directly addresses this significant deficiency.  

Power by the People will decrease the region’s carbon footprint, attract green jobs, promote economic 
development, establish a reputation for energy efficiency leadership for New York and help make new renewable 
energy technologies more valuable. 

Perhaps most significant, full funding of our proposal will increase the value of previously funded smart grid 
projects in New York State, because these projects rely on consumer motivation and engagement. That is precisely 
the ingredient that Power by the People adds to the electric markets of New York State and, prospectively, the 
nation.  

The benefits of the Power by the People smart grid initiative are so great to our region that I once again urge you to 
help the proposal gain the funding needed. 

Thank you in advance for your active support of this important initiative.

 Sincerely, 

 Leo A. W. Wiegman

 lwiegman@crotononhudson-ny.gov

enclosures: Power by the People support letters from ConEd (John Nucci) and NYSEG (William Sears) and the 
other members of our Consortium. 

mailto:lwiegman@crotononhudson-ny.gov
mailto:lwiegman@crotononhudson-ny.gov
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enclosures: Power by the People grant support letters from ConEd (John Nucci) page 2
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enclosures: Power by the People support letters from NYSEG (William Sears)
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TOWN OF NORTH SALEM 
DELANCEY HALL 

iraI .......... , l66 TmCUS ROAD  
NORTH SALEM. NEW YORK 105(0 

6, 2009 

The Honorable <::bades E. Schumer The Honorable Kirsten Gillibrand  
313 Hart Senate Office Buildiog 478 RusseU Senate Office Building  
Washington. DC 20510-3203 WashingtOO, DC 20510-3204 

The Honorable Ni1a Lowey The Honorable John J. Hall  
2329 Rayburn House Office Building 1217 Long,.varth House Office :Bt:dlding  
Washington.DC 20Sl5-3Z18 Waslrington, DC  

The Honorable David A Patetson  
Executive Chamber  
State ofNew York:  
Albany. NY 12224 
Dear Leaders, 

Our community is one ofthe charter J:lle1llbefs of the new Nonhem Westchester Energy AaiOll Consottium in 
Westchester County. We are writing to affinn the urgency ofthe help we seek from you as descn"bed to. Croton-
on-HOOon's ac.compa:nyjng letter. 

We ask for your help in suppordttg our CoJlSQttium's inlcHmmicipai su.bmission for ifJdenIl fI:mdiDg ftom tbe 
DeparUnent of Eoer&v's Smart Grid Demonstration Grant ("SGDG") program. specifically, o.t POWIII' by tlte 
People applicaUOIl for j)()E Slnart Grid Demomtatlo:o Grant DE-FOA-OOOOO36. 

We believe this help l1Iil1 be critical in the next two weeks as the applications are under.review. Thank yOu. 

'Snllf'm!K'lt - North Salem 
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