Regular Board Meeting

7/08/02

Page 3

A regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Croton-on-Hudson, NY was held on Monday, July 08, 2002 at the Municipal Building, Van Wyck Street, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520.

The following officials were present:


Mayor Elliott



Trustee Grant


Treasurer Reardon


Trustee Schmidt

            Village Manager Herbek

Trustee McCarthy


Village Attorney Waldman

Trustee Wiegman

1. CALL TO ORDER:

     Mayor Elliott called the meeting to order at 8:08 p.m.  Everyone joined in the Pledge of Allegiance.

2. APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS:


Trustee Grant made a motion to approve the vouchers as follows, subject to review by the Audit Committee.  The motion was seconded by Trustee Schmidt and approved unanimously.

General Fund


$ 60,630.32




Water Fund

      
   10,794.10

Capital Acct

    
   12,582.00

Trust & Agency

     5,379.85






$ 89,386.27

3. CORRESPONDENCE:

a. Kary Ioannou, Village Engineer, re: Letter of Resignation.  Mr. Ioannou  informed the Village Manager of his resignation as of August 16, 2002.  Manager Herbek said that Mr. Ioannou has agreed to help part-time until a replacement is found.

b. Brendan Hand, Buffalo, New York, re: Arboretum Trails.  Mr. Hand stated that the trails at the Arboretum should be widened, have wood chips and have better markings.  Mayor Elliott referred to this letter to the Trail Committee and the Arboretum.

c. Michael Kansler, Entergy Indian Point Peaking Facility, re: Air Permit Application.  This letter is a copy of an application letter to the NYSDEC for an Air Permit Application having to do with air quality.  (Copies of the application documents are on file in the Village Office.)

d. Elise Sasso, Vice President, Croton Historical Society.  Ms. Sasso introduced Mr. Piet Boonstra as their new interim President as well as other new officers of the Society. 

e. Robert Pearson, Jr., 26 Quaker Bridge Road, re: Croton River.  Mr. Pearson asked that more enforcement be provided along the river to stop the dumping, noise and illegal fishing.  He believes these activities are degrading the environmental quality of life there.  Mayor Elliott recommending calling it to the attention of the NYSDEC and asking our Recreation Dept. to keep a closer eye on this area.  Trustee Schmidt asked about our jurisdiction there.  Mayor Elliott stated that we do have jurisdiction there.  Trustee Wiegman noted that an increased level of traffic, due to the Croton Dam being closed, may contribute to it.  Mayor Elliott said that we don’t know when the dam will be reopened.

f. Tomas Szoboszlai, 1 Eklof Court, re: letter of resignation from the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Mr. Szoboszlai states that his recent election to the Croton School Board has caused him to relinquish his duties on the ZBA due to the demands on his time.  He will remain on the ZBA until a replacement is appointed.  Trustee McCarthy asked that the vacancy be publicized.

g. (1)  Steve Samuels, 202 Cleveland Drive, re: Request for a block party.  Mr. Samuels  permission for a block party on August 3, 2002 on Cleveland Drive from Gerstein Street to the Croton Gorge Trailhead.  Trustee McCarthy made a motion, seconded by Trustee Schmidt and approved unanimously to approve this request.

(2) Residents of Hunter,High and Farrington Streets requested permission for a block party on August 31, 2002. Trustee Grant made a motion, seconded by Trustee McCarthy and passed unanimously to approve this request.

h. Thomas Wood, Counsel for the Town of Cortlandt, re: Millennium Pipeline Legal Counsel. Mr. Wood informed the Village that the Town of Cortlandt will     not be participating in a joint representation proposal with the Villages of Croton and Briarcliff Manor and the Town of New Castle that relies solely on Mr. Neil Levy as the Attorney for the appeal of FERC’s decision on the Millennium Pipeline. Trustee Wiegman stated that this letter severely understates the commitment of the villages with regard to the pipeline project.  The letter clearly tells less than the whole story.  Trustee McCarthy stated that a meeting was held with all the municipalities where we expressed our desire to have Mr. Levy be our legal representative.  Briarcliff joined in with that endorsement.  This Board feels that this is the best representation for our interests regarding the pipeline.  Mr. Levy is the best versed to present the issues that have the most likelihood of success.  Trustee McCarthy suggested that the Village should strongly respond to this letter and that it is insulting to receive this from them.  Let them know that we are not going to tolerate this.  Trustee Schmidt agreed.  Trustee Grant added that she believes we have the best representation because the Town Of Cortlandt piggy-backed on our arguments in making their arguments.  She disputed that the Village did not commit to joint representation – we did as long as Mr. Levy was the Lead Attorney.  Trustee Grant added that it is also not true that the decision was made without their input  as both the Town Attorney and the Town Supervisor were part of the discussion at which this was decided.  Trustee McCarthy pointed out that we included $50,000 in the budget for this year’s legal fight.  This is in addition to the $425,000 that the Village has already spent on this matter.  Trustee Wiegman stated that we have made accommodations in the budget for the fight to be fought on substantive grounds.  Trustee McCarthy said that great lengths were taken to achieve a spirit of cooperation between all the parties and their mischaracterization of the decisions made at that meeting is very unfortunate.  Trustee Wiegman asked for a copy of the resolution in which they withdrew from the agreement.

4. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION:

Barbara O’Hagen of Cook Lane presented the Board with 18 additional signatures of neighbors who are against the development of the lot at 27 Cook Lane. This lot is an asset to our entire community – not to just a few.  The lot is important in the design of the neighborhood – gives balance to all the houses around it and provides an aspect of beauty.  It seems that things are going awry – sewer smells, buildings going up with no controls over what gets built.  She is concerned with drainage, blasting, and architectural compatibility with neighborhood.  Aesthetics are important; when people are unhappy, society falls apart.  The neighbors are still working on getting help from conservation groups.  

Carl Grimm, Cook Lane, heartily endorsed the previous speaker.  The Village Engineer said it a legal building lot.  He suggested that the sewer right-of-way over the lot be also utilized as a pedestrian easement.

Jane DelBianco, Cook Lane, lives next door to the ‘park.’  She stated it is used by children in the area especially those between 6 and 12 years old.  It is a precious spot that is used by many children and adults.

Joe Ferrante, 12 Cook Lane.  Construction in a pre existing neighborhood introduces more than inconvenience but also risks.  Not prudent to do this in a preexisting neighborhood. Building on this lot requires surgical precision to accomplish – blasting, etc.

Susan Lindauer, Cook Lane.  She is a long-time resident (20 years).  Every one is very upset about this.  She questions how the property was acquired and appealed to the Village Board to try to work with others to preserve this piece of property or at least a part of it. It is a 55-year-old community and a new house is not going to look like the existing homes.

Mayor Elliott said every board member will do their best to work with any appropriate organizations they can think of.  Our Village Board, over the years, has been very committed to preserving the aesthetics that are being spoken of.  Trustee McCarthy would like to have the Village Board start to move forward with these zoning issues at the present time.  We should not wait, but move ahead knowing that there may need to be adjustments in the future.

5. RESOLUTIONS:

a. Budget Modification, re: Comprehensive Plan and creation of overlay zones for Gateway areas.

On motion of  TRUSTEE GRANT,  seconded by  TRUSTEE SCHMIDT,  the  following resolution was unanimously adopted by the Board of Trustees of the Village of Croton-on-Hudson, New York: 

WHEREAS, in accordance with the goals and objectives of the Village’s Comprehensive Plan, which is now under discussion and review, one of the key objectives is the drafting of several gateway development areas that need special design consideration, and

WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Plan Committee is in agreement that work on the drafting of gateway development areas as overlay zones is extremely important and has recommended to the Village Board that this process begin as soon as possible; and

WHEREAS, the Village has obtained a proposal from the firm of Buckhurst Fish & Jacquemart, Inc., to create an overlay district with elements common to all three gateway areas and then specific to each gateway based upon the recommendations of the Comprehensive Plan for a total upset cost of $12,500; and

WHEREAS, the Village Treasurer recommends utilizing funds in the contingent fund to pay for this project ( 1990.400 ); and

WHEREAS, The Treasurer wishes to move those funds to the General Fund Transfer to Capital account ( 001-9953-0900 ), and amend the 2002-2003 Capital fund budget effecting the following accounts; 

1.  Increase  3-8660.0200.0001.0049  by  $ 12,500.00   (Comprehensive Plan)

2.  Increase  3-0003.5031.0001.0049  by  $ 12,500.00   (Comprehensive Plan)

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:  that the Village Treasurer is hereby authorized to transfer $12,500.00 as described above; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:
that the signing of this agreement by the Village Manager on June 21, 2002 is hereby ratified and approved.

Approved  5 to 0

b. Authorizing Village Manager to sign an agreement with Virtual Town Hall for new upgrades to Village Website.

On motion of  TRUSTEE GRANT,  seconded by  TRUSTEE WIEGMAN,  the  following resolution was adopted by the Board of Trustees of the Village of Croton-on-Hudson, New York: 

WHEREAS, Virtual Town Hall, the company that hosts the Village website, has upgraded several of its features; and

WHEREAS, the Village has obtained a proposal from Virtual Town Hall to convert the Village’s current site to a new site which will have the upgraded features at a cost of $1,000; and

WHEREAS, the Village Treasurer recommends utilizing funds in the contingent fund to pay for this project ( 1990.400 ); and

WHEREAS, The Treasurer wishes to move those funds to the General Fund Budget and make the following transfers:

1. Increase    001 1460 0400 by 
$1,000 (Records Management Contractual)

2. Decrease   001-1990.0400  by
$1,000  (Contingent Account)

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:  that the Village Treasurer is hereby authorized to transfer $1,000.00 as described above; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that the Village Manager is authorized to sign the Virtual Town Hall Service Agreement.

Approved  5 to 0

c. Budget Modification, re: year-end adjustments.


On motion of  TRUSTEE SCHMIDT,  seconded by  TRUSTEE WIEGMAN,  the  

following resolution was adopted by the Board of Trustees of the Village of Croton-on-Hudson, New York

WHEREAS, The Treasurer wishes to open both sides of the General Fund budget to cover the cost of compensated balances, amending the 2001-2002 General Fund budget effecting the following accounts; and

3.  Increase  1-1230.0100.  by  $  61,000.00    ( Personnel )

4.  Increase  1-1325.0100.  by  $    7,500.00    ( Personnel )

5.  Increase  1-1440.0100.  by  $    6,100.00    ( Personnel )

6.  Increase  1-1620.0100.  by  $    2,100.00    ( Personnel )

7.  Increase  1-1680.0100.  by  $    1,500.00    ( Personnel )

8.  Increase  1-3120.0100.  by  $208,000.00    ( Personnel )

9.  Increase  1-5110.0100.  by  $  17,000.00    ( Personnel )

10.  Increase  1-7140.0100.  by  $    1,400.00    ( Personnel )

11.  Increase  1-8140.0400.  by  $       550.00    ( Sewers )

12.  Increase  1-9030.0800.  by  $  16,185.00    ( F.I.C.A. )

13.  Increase  1-9031.0800.  by  $    3,237.00    ( Medicare )

14.  Increase  1-9953.0900.  by  $  82,000.00    ( Transfer to Capital )


15.  Increase  1-0001.1090   by  $    5,000.00    ( Interest & Penalties )

16.  Increase  1-0001.1120   by  $150,000.00    ( Sales Tax )

17.  Increase  1-0001.1130   by  $  10,000.00    ( Gross Utilities )

18.  Increase  1-0001.1170   by  $  10,000.00    ( Cable Utilities )

19.  Increase  1-0001.1720   by  $112,072.00    ( Monthly Permits )

20.  Increase  1-0001.1730   by  $  58,000.00    ( Daily Permits )

21.  Increase  1-0001.2555   by  $  42,000.00    ( Building Permits )

22.  Increase  1-0001.2610   by  $  19,500.00    ( Fines )

Now Therefore be it resolved that the Village Treasurer amend the 2001 -2002 General Fund budget to reflect these changes.

Approved  __5__  to _0__

Discussion: Trustee McCarthy asked for more information about the individual items.  Treasurer Reardon said the funding of compensated absences is done only once a year.  Trustee McCarthy commended Treasurer Reardon for forming this fund which prepares us to handle the expenditures associated with personnel who leave.

d. Budget Modification, re: Firehouses and Handicapped Accessible Trail at Seprieo.

On motion of  TRUSTEE SCHMIDT,  seconded by  TRUSTEE WIEGMAN,  the following resolution was adopted by the Board of Trustees of the Village of Croton-on-Hudson, New York

WHEREAS, additional funds are needed to complete the handicapped trail at SEPRIEO, and two fire house projects without resorting to additional borrowing; and


WHEREAS, The Treasurer wishes to move those funds from the General Fund Transfer to Capital account ( 001-9953-0900 ), to the Capital Fund amending the following accounts; and

23.  Increase  3-8660.0200.9900.0038  by  $  32,000.00 ( Handicapped Trail )

24.  Increase  3-0003.5031.9900.0038  by  $  32,000.00 ( Handicapped Trail )

25.  Increase  3-3410.0200.9899.0016  by  $  25,000.00 ( Grand St. Fire House)

26.  Increase  3-0003.5031.9899.0016  by  $  25,000.00 ( Grand St. Fire House)

27.  Increase  3-3410.0200.9899.0015  by  $  25,000.00 ( Harmon Fire House )

28.  Increase  3-0003.5031.9899.0015  by  $  25,000.00 ( Harmon Fire House )

Now Therefore be it resolved that the Village Treasurer amend the 2001 -2002 Capital Fund budget to reflect these changes.

Approved  5 to 0

Discussion: Trustee Wiegman questioned whether we should be using the name SEPRIEO or Croton Landing.  Manager Herbek said it is not uniform among residents.  No action has been taken by the Village Board to officially name this site.  Trustee Schmidt asked about additional monies being added to the firehouses.  Mr. Reardon explained that this money was previously taken out of the firehouse budget and they hoped that it would not have to be used; it avoided borrowing the $100,000 that was reduced by the bond vote. These expenditures are for change orders for the work associated with the project.  The Handicapped Trail still needs final road surface work done, according to Manager Herbek; should do it now while the contractor is on-site. Trustee Schmidt stated that the sidewalk along Yacht Club site is not also a bicycle trail at that point.  Mr. Herbek replied that the concrete sidewalk was part of the state’s decision in building the pedestrian bridge. Trustee Schmidt said this created a gap in the bicycle trail.

e. Calling for Public Hearing to discuss Local Law Introductory No. 6, electing a retirement incentive program for eligible employees of the Village of Croton on Hudson.

On motion of  TRUSTEE McCARTHY,  seconded by  TRUSTEE SCHMIDT,  the  

following resolution was rejected by the Board of Trustees of the Village of Croton-on-Hudson, New York by a 2-3 vote.  Ayes – McCarthy, Schmidt; Nays – Grant, Wiegman, Elliott.

WHEREAS, Chapter 69 of the Laws of 2002, effective May 20, 2002, establishes a temporary retirement incentive benefit for certain public employees; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Croton on Hudson would like to provide eligible employees with the opportunity to take advantage of the temporary retirement incentive benefit; and

WHEREAS, in order to take advantage of this opportunity the Village must enact a local law in accordance with Municipal Home Rule Law; and

WHEREAS, the enactment must be completed no later than September 3, 2002,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:  that the Board of Trustees of the Village of Croton on Hudson hereby call for a Public Hearing on July 22, 2002, to discuss Local Law Introductory No. 6 of 2002, a Local Law electing a retirement incentive program for the eligible employees of the Village.

Discussion:  Trustee McCarthy stated that this is an important piece of legislation.  It gives long-time employees a chance to take advantage of a state-offered incentive to retire.

 7. REPORTS:
Manager Herbek – the Planning Board has been meeting with Lou Giordano on an amended site plan for Croton Auto Park.  A Trail easement is being offered for future use by pedestrians.  Survey needs to be done to accomplish this.  The idea was that of the Planning Board.  Mr. Giordano does not want to pay entire amount of the survey, but is willing to pay half, approximately $ 2,500 in total.  Trustee Schmidt went with the Trail committee to see it.  Feels it is a very difficult piece of property but would be nice to have the easement.  Trustee McCarthy questioned whether they should do it until we know if it is useable.  Trustee Wiegman felt it would be a valuable investment for the future.  Trustee McCarthy stated that a place to put a trail through to Beekman Ave. has not been found yet.    Both Trustees Wiegman and Schmidt said a very narrow trail would result.  It does have merit in terms of preserving it as a possible site for the future.  Manager Herbek said the Village is fortunate to have a trail system as advanced as we have – linkages are important to create and have for the future. He spoke of 2 other linkages not yet resolved: Mt. Airy to River Landing and the Giglio/Lounsbury link near the golf course and Arboretum.   Trustee Schmidt suggested approval of sharing the cost of the survey with a cap of $1,500 on our part.  All agreed.

Mr. Herbek reported that the draft RFP for engineering proposals for the sanitary sewer system are almost complete and he will try to get them out this week.

Mr. Herbek provided an answer to a cats question raised by Trustee McCarthy.  The Village, according to NYS law, cannot regulate cats.  They cannot go on private property to catch stray cats.  Attorney Waldman will do some research on this problem.  Mayor Elliott suggested finding other solutions if possible.  Trustee McCarthy said some residents are promoting this problem by feeding these cats.  Mr. Herbek stated that residents have remedies available to them - can contact the animal organizations.  Attorney Waldman asked what is the basis for saying there is a health hazard no basis has been stated so far. Trustee McCarthy said they are defecating in area, jumped on a child, ravaging around other properties in the area, and a public nuisance.  Trustee Grant suggested the people call in their own control services. 

Treasurer Reardon stated that now that the year is ended, the auditors are here.

Trustee Wiegman commented on the resolution of tonight regarding the retirement incentive.  He felt unprepared to move on it at this time – need work session on the subject.  The Water Control Commission did a site visit on the Old Post Road North/Prospect Ave. site and Charlie Kane will be preparing a report. The Solar Coop will be having a meeting on July 18 – 8pm.  All interested are welcome.

Trustee McCarthy state that everyone was aware of the retirement resolution since she stated at the last work session that she was going to prepare it.  She said this local law stands for change.  It would have allowed some individuals to leave with additional compensation for years of service while also promoting change in the village.  She proposed it because the village does need change.  Trustee McCarthy would like to see the Village make a stronger statement about closing Indian Point and invite Kyle Rabin from Riverkeepers to make a presentation – we and public would benefit from this. Mayor Elliott said any ideas on how to make this movement stronger are welcome.

Trustee Schmidt said the Village needs to move quickly on rezoning for residential areas.  The Cook Lane situation points out the need.  We need a neighborhood preservation law.  There are few lots left in village.  Regarding the Historical Society, he thinks we have lost some important individuals from the Historical Society – hopes it is possible for them to come back together.  It is tough enough to get volunteers in this village. Manager Herbek stated that he has arranged with Frank Fish to attend our work session next Monday – 7-8 pm. When he can talk about residential zoning requirements as well as the overlay districts.  Comprehensive Plan committee will be asked to attend also.

Trustee Grant agreed with the need for rezoning for residential, but what we do now will not affect Cook Lane situation and we don’t want to mislead them.  Trustee Grant stated that the retirement incentive law has more to do with Trustee McCarthy’s unhappiness with some employees than with offering an incentive.  Other measures need to be considered as well –such as replacement policy for the positions lost.  Trustee Grant thanked Engineer Ioannou for being tremendously effective and he will be missed.  Also, Mr. Szoboszlai for his service.  On the Waterfront Trail, she went down there and met many who loved it and wonderful for a handicapped person such as her husband even though she received one critical comment on it.   She asked about Bruce Berger follow up with regard to licensing requirements for haulers.  Mr. Herbek stated that Mr. Berger will be meeting with professional associations. There is much need for education with respect to contracts and bill of rights that are supposed to be supplied by contractors.

Mayor Elliott stated that with regard to the retirement incentive resolution, his vote was a vote in support of Manager Herbek and Treasurer Reardon for their job well done.  The Trustees are stewards of this community; we must be concerned with their morale and if they feel good, a better job is done.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 pm..

Respectfully submitted

Ann H. Gallelli, Secretary

__________________________

Village Clerk
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