             VILLAGE OF CROTON ON HUDSON, NEW YORK
    
MINUTES OF THE WATERFRONT ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

        
        
        
        
      Thursday, February 16, 2012

A meeting of the Waterfront Advisory Committee of the Village of Croton-on-Hudson, New York was held on Thursday, February 16, 2012 in the Municipal Building.

        
MEMBERS PRESENT:        
        
Charlie Kane, Chairman

        
        
        
        
        
        
Ann Gallelli

        
        
        
        
        
        
Bruce Kauderer

        
        
        
        
        
        
Stuart Greenbaum

        
ABSENT:        
        
        
        
Ian Murtaugh

           
ALSO PRESENT:        
        
Daniel O’Connor, Village Engineer        
        
        
        


1.      Call to Order

Chairman Kane called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

2.      Referral from Village Board regarding the repair of the bulkhead at the         
           Croton Yacht Club (the “Proposed Action”) – final consistency review

Chairman Kane initiated the discussion with the reference to the correspondence that the Department of State had written on December 29, 2011 to Ms. Sleicher of Ocean and Coastal Consultants in which the Department of State expressed concerns with the proposed bulkhead project and stated that the proposal did not appear to be consistent with the CMP and that the Department of State intended to object to the consistency certification. 

Ms. Gallelli stated that nothing has changed to make the project inconsistent from when the WAC made a preliminary determination of consistency. Chairman Kane agreed.  Ms. Gallelli also stated that the alternatives proposed by the Department of State were impossible to meet.  Mr. Kauderer also agreed that they were impractical.

Mr. Greenbaum stated that Policy #7 in which “significant coastal fish and wildlife habitats will be protected, preserved, and, where practical, restored so as to maintain their viability as habitats” is consistent with LWRP; he also agreed with Ms. Gallelli that the alternatives were not practical.

The Village Engineer shared information about Westchester County’s oversheeting project in 2009 in which there was approximately 18 inches of eroding shoreline and the Department of State found that project to be consistent.

Chairman Kane stated that he believed that Ms. Sleicher of Ocean and Coastal Consultants had done a good job in responding to the Department of State’s comments in her letter of January 26, 2012.  The WAC also reviewed Ms. Sleicher’s reply and the Department of State information, and the WAC stands by their determination of consistency.

Ms. Gallelli stated that public access is a very important part of this project and the Department of State’s response severely affects this.

Mr. Greenbaum reiterated that there is not a significant fish and wildlife impact, and that  the alternative suggestion of the Department of State is not practical.  The WAC disagrees that Policy #7 is inconsistent.

Chairman Kane stated that the WAC is a local committee, and upon a review of the policies, the proposed oversheeting project seems to have the least impact.  If the project is not done, the village gives up an important recreational resource.

Ms. Gallelli added that it is also a potential source of more revenue.

Mr. Kauderer made a motion to make a final determination of consistency, seconded by Mr. Greenbaum, and carried by a vote of 4 – 0, all in favor.

4.        Approval of Minutes

        
The minutes of November 10, 2011 were approved on a motion by Ms. Gallelli, seconded by Mr. Kauderer, carried by a vote of 3-0 with Mr. Greenbaum abstaining.
5.         Adjournment

        
There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was duly adjourned at 8:15 p.m on a motion by Ms. Gallelli, and seconded by Mr. Kauderer.

Respectfully submitted,

Ronnie Rose

WAC Secretary

