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EagleFest Is Coming!

The 7th Annual Hudson River EagleFest is
coming back to Croton on Saturday, Feb.
5th from 9am to
4pm. Sponsored
by the Teatown
Lake Reservation,
the event is also
supported by
some 24 collabo-
rative  organiza-
tions including the

Village of Croton.

The headquarters
of the EagleFest
event and all the
show theaters are at Croton Point Park
in heated tents. Additional eagle viewing
sites are at Croton’s Echo boat launch
south of the railroad station, George’s
Island in Montrose, the Annsville Circle
Paddlesport Center in Peekskill, and, new
this year—Riverfront Green in Peekskill.
Each site is sponsored by individual or-
ganizations.  The Croton Echo boat
launch site is sponsored by the Saw Mill

River Audubon Society.

The goal of this annual event is to pro-
mote appreciation of the environmentally
healthy and vibrant bald eagle population
in the Hudson Hills and Highlands. Be-
Otween Dec. and March, bald eagles from
Canada and northern New York and
New England, fly south to the lower Hud-
son Valley to feed on fish and waterfowl

found in unfrozen waters.

Bald eagles are the national emblem of
the United States. They were classified as
an endangered species prior to 1995 and,
as a threatened species until 2007 when
they were removed from the list. The
lower Hudson Valley is one of the largest
winter areas for bald eagles in the eastern
lower 48 states outside of the Chesa-

peake Bay region.
More than 4000 people have attended
previous EagleFest events. At the

® am and continuing hourly.

heated headquarters there will be six Bird
Shows at the Eagle Theater starting at 10
The shows
will feature live eagles, hawks, owls and
other raptors in informative and enter-
taining shows. Tickets may be purchased
in advance or at the door for $5. The
Eagle Exploration Bus Tours begin at
Croton Point Park headquarters and visit
the eagle viewing sites. Each tour, geared
to adults and teens (12 and over) is 2
hours on a 36-seat bus and accompanied
by an environmental educator. Bus trips
are at 9:30am and 2pm. Tickets are $20
and must

be pur- |y
chased in| *
advance. &
Reserva-
tions may [
be made at|
914-762-F =

2912 ext B

| 10 for both the Bus Tour and the Show.

The EagleFest headquarters will also fea-
ture many informative displays and exhib-
its by the events’ collaborators. There
will be a children’s area with activities and
crafts, raptor shows and hourly bird
walks around the park. An eagle viewing
map will be given to all attendees. A do-
nation of $3 is requested. An exhibit
showing how an eagle nest is actually
constructed is shown in the above pic-

ture at the 2010 event.

It is estimated that approximately 150
bald eagles winter in the lower Hudson
Valley and the number is growing. A sur-
vey of lower Hudson Valley roosting bald
eagles is conducted annually by the Bed-
ford Audubon Society. They found that
in 2009 there was an average of 74 bald
eagles at the monitoring sites and a peak
of 139. This number is up from 51 and
84 respectively in 2008. Very good news

for bald eagles and for us.



Dog Licensing Changes

Beginning January I, 2011, New York State will no longer
perform the dog licensing function. As a State cost-saving
measure, this function has been eliminated from the Dept.

of Agriculture and passed
v -

" on to local municipalities.
In November of 2010,
the Board of Trustees
amended the local law,
Chapter 108 of the Village

Code, to establish the standards by which the Village will

issue and renew dog licenses as well as maintain dog li-

censing information. The Village was also required to pur-

chase special software to handle the dog licensing function.

All dogs, four months of age or older, must be licensed by
the Village. In some cases certain dogs may be exempt
from the licensing fee such as guide or therapy dogs and
Police Dept. dogs.

The annual fee for licensing a spayed or neutered dog is
$10.50. The fee is $18.50 for unspayed or unneutered
dogs. Proof of neutering/spaying and of a current rabies

shot must be provided at the time of application.
@

Proposals Requested for Village Property

Croton is considering options for a site in the heart of the
Municipal Place commercial area. It is seeking proposals
from qualified developers to collaborate with the Village in
the development of the Village-owned site at the corner of
Municipal Place and Maple St., informally known as the
“Katz” property after its previous owner. The property
has been owned by the Village since 2008 and was pur-
chased for $900,000. ; ' ;
It is approximately S
2.3 acres of undevel-
oped land in a C-2%
commercial zone and {§
is also in the Munici- §
pal Place Gateway

Overlay Zone.

Responses to the
Request for Proposal
(RFP) are due by Fri.,
Jan. 21. The Village is
seeking a commitment to develop a creative, high quality
development in a timely manner. All submittals will be
carefully reviewed by the Board of Trustees but the Village
is not obligated to accept any of them. The RFP can be

viewed at the village website.
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Village Offices will be closed Mon., Jan. 3rd for New Years
and Mon., Jan. 17th for Martin Luther King Day.

Seniors

After a very busy December, the Croton Senior Club
will begin 2011 with a continuation of many of their
most successful programs including trips to shows and
interesting destinations, watercolor painting, film dis-
cussions and Hot Topics in the News with Vincent
Bonelli, Ph.D., Fordham University. For six Thurs-
days, beginning Feb. 3, from || am to | pm, Professor
Bonelli facilitates a lively discussion of whatever is
“hot” in the news. He provides an historical perspec-
tive to many of the government and foreign policy
issues that are in the news today. Signup by Jan. 27 at

$30. res./$36. nonres.
@

Sidewalk Shoveling

It is each resident’s responsibility to
clear the snow from the sidewalks
bordering their property. Please do
not push, shovel or blow the snow
into a previously cleared street as this
is a safety hazard and a NYS Vehicle
and Traffic Law violation as well.
Keeping the streets and sidewalks
cleared of snow will help keep the Village as safe as

possible when conditions are bad.
@

Money for Appliances

You can get paid for recycling your second refrigera-
tor as well as old wall and window air conditioning
units. Con Ed is offering this recycling program to
reduce the likelihood that these old
and unwanted appliances will end up
in landfills. Taking advantage of this
program lets you skip the hassle of |
removing old appliances yourself and
has the added benefit of reducing

waste.

As an incentive, Con Ed is offering
$30 for a refrigerator, $35 for a win-
dow air conditioner, and $100 for a wall air condi-
tioner. The units must be in working condition. Air
conditioners must be removed from their window or
wall installation.

All Con Ed residential electric customers living in one-

to-four unit homes are eligible.

For more information and to schedule a free refrig-
erator or air conditioner pick-up, call Con Ed at 800-

430-9505.

Reminder!




New Ambulance in Service

Croton’s new ambulance was put into service in Decem-
ber of 2010. Known as “Bl”, it replaces an |8-year old
ambulance that was sub-
ject to continuous repair.
The ambulance will be
== used on an alternating
‘ba5|s with “B2”, to re-
"-!-nqspond to the over 800

== % emergency calls Croton’s
¥ EMS gets throughout the
year. Both ambulances
reside at the Harmon
Fire House. The cost of
Bl was $179,539 and was part of the 2009/2010 and

2010/2011 FY Capital budgets.

Both Bl and B2 have automated stretchers in them
which were donated to the EMS.
Since the ambulances frequently

have just two people on board, [8
these stretchers are a significant
help to them in getting patients in
and out of the ambulance. Rather
than the EMS personnel having to
lift the stretcher entirely in or
out with the patient, the auto-

mated understructure supports the stretcher as it slides

Bl & B2 at Harmon Fire House

New Stretchers

in and out, eliminating the heavy lifting.
Croton’s EMS is entirely volunteer with over 50 mem-
bers. The EMS serves all of Croton as well as the Mt.
Airy and Quaker Bridge Fire Protection Districts in the
Town of Cortlandt.

@ o

No-Heat Complaints

The Westchester County Department of Health is no
longer responding to no-heat complaints from County

residents. As a result, the Village of -

Croton will be addressing no heat
complaints from residents who live in
rental units within Village boundaries.
This applies to all rentals, including
two-family houses, where the owner

does not live on-site.

Residents who experience no-heat
issues are asked to contact the Village
Code Enforcement Dept. during of-
fice hours from 8:30 am to 4 pm,
Monday through Friday, at 271-4783.
During non-office hours, calls should be made to the Vil-
lage Police Dept. at 271-5177. Code enforcement per-
sonnel will visit the location to measure the temperature

and contact the owners as necessary.

Emergency Operations Test

The Village tested its ability to maintain continuity of
operations on Thurs., Dec. 16. A half-day drill success-
fully deployed all the Municipal Building operations and
offices to the Harmon Fire House in a simulated Mu-

nicipal Building fire incident.

Each of the departments which
conducted actual operations
from the emergency location.
Phone calls were successfully
redirected to the location, per- |
mits were issued, payments
were made. In planning for this test and for

“real”
events, each department has made preparations by lo-
cating necessary files and paper work at a site outside

of the building to be used in an emergency situation.

The entire operation was overseen by Croton’s Direc-
tor of Emergency Management, Richard Nagle. An on-
site evaluation and follow-up
briefing was provided by Don
Keinz, Deputy Chief of the
White Plains Fire Dept. The ex-
ercise was also observed by
White Plains Fire Chief Richard
— Lyman and Milton Johnson from

Westchester’s Office of Emergency Management.
@ o

Winter Recreation Programs
The Recreation Dept. is offering several NEW programs

this winter for all ages.

Youths in grades 2 to 8 may want to enroll in Make
Your Own Sweats with Groovy on Grand. This full-day
creative workshop on Feb. 23 must be signed up for by
Jan. 31. Everyone will design their own pullover hooded
sweatshirt and matching sweat pant. This fun event will
be held in the Municipal Building Community Room and

costs $95 res./$1 15 non-res.

Dance your cares and calories away in the Zumba
classes. This high energy dance class based on interna-
tional rhythms is offered every Fri. , 4 to 5 pm, begin-
ning Jan. 21 for ages |3 to adult. Registration deadline is
Jan. 14 at $60 res./$70 nonres.

Soo Bahk Do begins Wed., Jan. 19 from 7
to 8 pm. This series of classes for ages |13
to adult will give the whole family a great
workout while increasing strength, flexi-
bility and confidence. The deadline to

register is Jan. 14 at $60 res./$70 non-res.

Check out all the other exciting winter
offerings in the Winter Recreation Bro-

chure available online at the Village website.
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Duck Pond Skating

When the weather gets cold, many residents look for-
ward to skating at the Duck Pond. A long period of
frigid weather is the primary factor needed for getting
the ice thick enough for safety. New York State re-

: quires 6 inches or more of
ice measured at several

i locations on the pond.
- ¢- Weather permitting, if the
Duck Pond is ready for
skating, a GREEN flag will
be flying at the site. A RED
s flag means no skating is
permitted. Skating at the pond is unsupervised. For
safety, it is recommended that skaters be accompanied

and not skate by themselves.

Program Cancellations

In case of inclement weather, listen
L« % to WHUD 100.7 FM for announce-
»ﬁ \ "% 'ments on cancelations. If the Cro-
- ton-Harmon schools are closed due

to inclement weather, all Recreation Dept. programs

are canceled as well.

Join the Auxiliary Police

The Croton-on-Hudson Auxiliary Police Dept. is cur-
rently accepting applications for the position of Auxil-
iary Police Officer. This is a
volunteer service position in
law enforcement.  Typical
assignments for Auxiliary Po-
lice Officers include traffic
control and road closures,
vehicular and foot patrols,
traffic and crowd control at
large events, and helping in
storm and weather-related
emergencies. Men and
women are encouraged to
apply. Uniforms and equip-

ment are provided.

To qualify, an applicant must be 18 years of age or
older, have no arrest record, have a valid NYS Drivers
license, be in good physical health to be able to perform
the requirements of the job, and either live or work in

Croton-on-Hudson or the Town of Cortlandt.
For more information, or to apply, contact Auxiliary
Police Officer ]. Weiss at castlent@optonline.net.

Got a Question?

Municipal budgets are a frequent topic in
the news these days. | know that these local
budgets determine my property taxes but |
don’t know much about the budget process
- how the numbers are arrived at, sources of
revenue and what expenses are discretion-
ary. How can | learn more about the local

budget process?

NYS Comptroller DiNapoli recently released a new
Citizens’ Guide to Local Budgets to help answer your
question. The guide is intended to help citizens under-
stand how their local budget is put together, how their
tax dollars are being spent, and how to evaluate
whether the budget is a sound one. The Citizen’s Guide

can be found at:
http://www.osc.state.ny.us/localgov/pubs/releases/Local
BudgetGuide2010.pdf.

Every citizen of NYS is a resident of some local govern-
ment unit, and usually of several overlapping units
(county, town, village, school district, fire district). Lo-

residents. Local governments are responsible for police,

fire protection, road maintenance, parks, health program,
public education, and much
more. One way to get a picture ‘
of a local government’s activities
is to look at its budget. The

{ /
Budgets let residents easily fol-
low and assess their local gov-
ernment’s budget. The guide addresses what a budget is,
how it is created, what are its limits, and how it changes
over time. There are sections on what you should look

resources and information in
the Citizens’ Guide to local
for in a budget and how to evaluate a budget. Many
charts and graphs in the guide provide visual help in un-

derstanding a local budget.
@

www.StopTheTaxShift.org

The NY Conference of Mayors (NYCOM) has developed
the above web site which focuses on the State shifting
program and costs onto local governments and property

cal governments administer the programs and services ® taxpayers. It provides useful information to understand

that usually have the most direct day-to-day impact on

the local impact of decisions made in Albany.
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